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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT 
 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL 
 
Monksdown Juniors is an average sized primary school, which provides education for boys and girls from 
seven to eleven years of age. Since the last inspection the number on roll has continued to decline. This 
is due to the local authority's strategy for the demolition of houses in order to prepare for future re-
generation of the local area. The majority of pupils transfer from the associated infant school, but a 
significant proportion join from other schools, often replacing those from families who move away from 
the area to alternative accommodation in other parts of the city. The high rate of transience, also 
apparent at the time of the last inspection, contributes towards a less stable community. Attainment levels 
on entry to Year 3 have improved recently, but remain below those found nationally. 
 
Currently, the school provides full-time education for 209 pupils. Over 80 per cent of them are entitled to 
receive free school meals. This is well above the national average, and reflects the severe levels of 
deprivation in the area. Currently, 33 per cent of pupils are on the register of special educational needs. 
This is well above the national average. There are 25 pupils at stages three to five, all of whom have 
moderate learning difficulties. Currently, under one per cent of pupils are from families belonging to ethnic 
minority groups, including those for whom English is an additional language. This is below the average 
found nationally. 
 

HOW GOOD THE SCHOOL IS 
 
This is a good school. It provides a high level of care for its pupils, and is very successful in promoting 
their personal development. The teaching is predominantly of at least a good standard and often of high 
quality. This is an important factor in the good progress made by pupils in most subjects, including 
English and mathematics. Although overall standards in information and communication technology have 
improved considerably since the last inspection, standards in some aspects are not high enough.  In 
addition, pupils in some classes are capable of achieving better standards in scientific enquiry. The 
school is led and managed very effectively, contributing significantly towards the very good ethos for 
learning which exists.  It receives an above average income, but provides good value for money.  
 

What the school does well 

• Most pupils, at all levels of attainment, make good progress in developing their literacy and 
numeracy skills. 

• Standards are above the national expectation in art and physical education. 

• The teaching is good and often of high quality. 

• Very good provision is made for the pupils' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.  

• Pupils demonstrate very positive attitudes towards their work, and their behaviour is of a high 
standard. 

• The quality of leadership and management is of a high calibre. 

 

What could be improved 

• The standards achieved in scientific enquiry by pupils in some classes. 

• The standards achieved in using information and communication technology to control and monitor 
events. 

The areas for improvement will form the basis of the governors’ action plan. 

 

HOW THE SCHOOL HAS IMPROVED SINCE ITS LAST INSPECTION 
 
The school has made very good progress since the last inspection. Comparative information for the three 
years up to 1999, indicates a rate of improvement in line with that found nationally. Closer examination of 
this information shows a rate of improvement which is above the national average in mathematics and 
science. Compared to figures published in the last inspection report, the proportion of pupils reaching 
national standards at the end of Key Stage 2, has increased from 41 per cent to 57 per cent in English, 
from 41 per cent to 68 per cent in mathematics, and from 45 per cent to 82 per cent in science. There 
has also been a significant increase in the proportion of pupils exceeding national standards in the core 
subjects. The quality of teaching has improved significantly. The proportion of lessons judged to be at 
least satisfactory has increased from 86 per cent to 100 per cent, and the proportion judged to be very 
good or better from 15 per cent to 47 per cent. The school has been very successful in addressing the 
key issues identified in the last inspection report. Standards of pupils' work and the quality of teaching 
have improved significantly in English, mathematics and science. The very successful implementation of 
the national strategies for literacy and numeracy and the introduction of individual targets for 
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improvement for all pupils, contribute greatly towards these improvements. Overall standards have also 
improved considerably in information and communication technology, although pupils continue to 
underachieve in some aspects of the subject. In addition, the governors and staff have worked hard and 
successfully to improve attendance levels and to produce a clear policy for sex education. The school is 
well placed to continue improving by building on its existing strengths and addressing the areas for 
improvement identified in this report. 
 

STANDARDS 
 
The table shows the standards achieved by 11 year olds based on average point scores in National 
Curriculum tests. 
 

 compared with    

Performance in: all schools 
similar 

schools 
 Key  

 1997 1998 1999 1999  
  

English E E E B  
well above average 
above average 

A 
B 

Mathematics E E D A  
average 
below average  

C 
D 

Science E E C A  
well below average E 

 
The table shows that in 1999 the school's test results for English were well below the average for all 
schools, but above the average for similar schools. In mathematics, results were below all schools, but 
well above the average for similar schools. Results in science were in line with all and well above average 
for similar schools. 
 
Inspection evidence indicates that by the end of Key Stage 2, standards are close to those found 
nationally in mathematics and science. This represents an improvement on National Curriculum test 
results. The continuing highly effective implementation of the national strategies for literacy and numeracy 
is a major factor in the improving picture. Standards in English are also better than the national test 
results.  
 
In information technology, standards are in line with national expectations in the communication and 
handling information elements, but fall short of expectations in the control, monitoring and modelling 
elements of the subject. In all other subjects, pupils work at levels which are at least appropriate for their 
age, and standards in art and physical education are above the national expectation. 
 

PUPILS’ ATTITUDES AND VALUES 
 

Aspect Comment 

Attitudes to the school Pupils throughout the school demonstrate very good attitudes towards 
their school work. They show interest and enthusiasm, respond well to 
challenging tasks and are keen to take part in all school activities. 

Behaviour, in and out of 
classrooms 

Behaviour is consistently of a very high standard in classrooms and 
about the school. 

Personal development and 
relationships 

Very good. Pupils show confidence and are keen to accept 
responsibility. They work independently and in groups and show respect 
for other pupils’ values and beliefs. 

Attendance Satisfactory, although below the national average. 
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TEACHING AND LEARNING 
 

Teaching of pupils: Aged up to 5 years aged 5-7 years aged 7-11 years 

Lessons seen overall N/a n/a good 

Inspectors make judgements about teaching in the range: excellent; very good; good; satisfactory; 
unsatisfactory; poor; very poor. ‘Satisfactory’ means that the teaching is adequate and strengths outweigh 
weaknesses. 

 
During the inspection, all lessons were at least satisfactory. In nearly 90 per cent of lessons, the teaching 
was good or better, 47 per cent was very good or better and 6 per cent of lessons were excellent. 
 
Teaching is particularly good in English and mathematics, promoting consistently good progress by pupils 
in extending their literacy and numeracy skills. In science, a high proportion of teaching in Year 3 and 6 is 
very good, but in some classes teachers are uncertain in the area of scientific enquiry, and this limits 
pupils' progress in this important aspect of the subject. Teaching of information and communication 
technology is good and often very good, although more emphasis needs to be placed on the control, 
monitoring and modelling aspects of the subject. Classroom assistants provide good support, particularly 
for pupils with special educational needs. Throughout the school, teaching and support staff co-operate 
very effectively and this helps pupils at all levels of attainment to make good progress.  

 

OTHER ASPECTS OF THE SCHOOL 
 

Aspect Comment 

The quality and range of 
the curriculum 

The school provides a good curriculum. It is broad, balanced and 
relevant. The development of literacy and numeracy skills is strongly 
emphasised. However, insufficient emphasis is placed on the control 
and monitoring elements of information and communication technology. 
The opportunity for pupils in Year 6 to learn French is a very good 
feature. Good provision is made for extra-curricular experiences. 

Provision for pupils with 
special educational needs 

Good provision throughout the school. Classroom assistants provide 
very effective additional support. Tasks are set at an appropriate level 
based on specific and measurable targets in individual education plans. 

Provision for pupils with 
English as an additional 
language 

This has only been required very recently. The school is working hard to 
make appropriate provision. There is only limited external support at 
present, which the school is anxious to increase. 

Provision for pupils’ 
personal, including 
spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development 

All aspects are promoted very successfully through very good whole-
school assemblies and in work across the curriculum. Supporting 
pupils’ personal development is a main aim of the school, which is very 
successfully achieved. 

How well the school cares 
for its pupils 

There are very good procedures for monitoring and supporting pupils’ 
personal development and their academic progress. Very good 
provision of educational guidance and support for pupils. Very effective 
procedures in place for monitoring welfare and safety, for child 
protection and for promoting attendance. 

 
A good partnership has been developed with parents, the great majority of whom would feel comfortable 
about approaching the school with questions or problems. 
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HOW  WELL THE SCHOOL IS LED AND MANAGED 
 

Aspect Comment 

Leadership and manage-
ment by the headteacher 
and other key staff 

Headteacher, deputy headteacher and senior management team work 
together effectively. They provide strong, purposeful leadership. Co-
ordinators for subjects and aspects work hard and effectively. 

How well the governors 
fulfil their responsibilities 

The governing body is very successful in ensuring that all statutory 
requirements are met. 

The school’s evaluation of 
its performance 

Very good use is made of local and national comparative information to 
evaluate performance and set targets for improvement in English, 
mathematics and science. The headteacher provides governors with 
regular information on the school’s performance. 

The strategic use of  
resources 

Very effective school development planning enables money to be spent 
wisely on educational priorities. All resources are managed efficiently. 

 

PARENTS’ AND CARERS’ VIEWS OF THE SCHOOL 
 

What pleases parents most What parents would like to see improved 

• The children like school. 

• The children make good progress. 

• Behaviour is good. 

• The teaching is good. 

• They would feel comfortable in approaching 
the school with questions and problems. 

• The school expects their children to work hard 
and achieve their best. 

• The school is well led and managed. 

• The school is helping their children to become 
mature and responsible. 

• A small minority of parents feel that the 
school does not provide the right amount of 
homework. 

 
The inspectors agree with parents' positive views about the school. They find the arrangements for 
homework to be good. However, the headteacher and governing body are anxious to continue 
strengthening procedures and will take the views expressed by parents into account when reviewing 
current arrangements.  
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PART B: COMMENTARY 
 

HOW HIGH ARE STANDARDS? 
 

The school’s results and achievements 
 
1 The attainment levels of pupils on entry to Year 3 have improved since the last 

inspection, but remain below those found nationally. The attainment levels of the cohort 
of pupils currently in Year 6, were generally well below the national average when they 
joined the junior school in Year 3. 

  
2 Comparative information, based on the 1999 National Curriculum test results, indicates 

that the overall performance of pupils at the end of Key Stage 2, in the core subjects of 
English, mathematics and science, is below the average for pupils in all schools, but well 
above the average for pupils in schools with similar characteristics. 

 
3 National test results for the three years up to 1999 show the school's overall rate of 

improvement in the core subjects of English, mathematics and science to be broadly in 
line with the national trend. In mathematics and science, however, the rate of 
improvement is above that found nationally. During the same period, there was no 
significant variation in the performance of pupils in terms of gender. 

 
4 Inspection findings indicate that standards achieved by pupils in Year 6 in English are 

below those found nationally, but in mathematics and science, standards are close to the 
national average. This is a better picture than the 1999 national test results. However, 
the improving trend in mathematics and science is confirmed by the Year 2000 results 
which show the proportion of pupils reaching or exceeding the national standard to be 
moving close to the national average.   

 
5 In English, standards in speaking and listening and reading are close to those expected 

for pupils' age, and the great majority of pupils make good progress and achieve good 
standards in relation to their prior attainment. Although most pupils make at least 
satisfactory progress in relation to their prior attainment in writing, standards are below 
those achieved in the other aspects of English. The school has already identified this as 
a priority for attention, and an appropriate strategy has been introduced to raise 
standards in writing. 

 
6 In mathematics, pupils at all levels of attainment make good progress in all aspects of 

the subject. They make particularly good progress in mental work, showing a good grasp 
of tables and number bonds. This is an aspect of the work which has improved 
considerably since the last inspection. In addition, pupils now use a wider range of 
strategies to solve problems.  

 
7 Overall, standards in science are about average, and pupils, at all levels of ability, make 

consistently good progress in extending their knowledge and understanding of the topics 
they study. However, standards in scientific enquiry are more variable. While pupils in 
some classes make good progress in developing the skills associated with investigative 
and experimental work, in other classes pupils underachieve in this aspect of science. 

 
8 In information and communication technology, standards in the communication and 

handling information aspects of the subject are broadly in line with the national 
expectations by the time pupils reach the end of Key Stage 2. This shows a considerable 
improvement on the standards apparent at the time of the last inspection. However, 
standards in the control, monitoring and modelling elements fall short of the levels 
expected. In work across the curriculum, pupils make good progress in extending their 
information technology skills.  
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9 Throughout the school, pupils with special educational needs make good progress in 

relation to their prior attainment. They work steadily towards clearly defined targets in 
individual education plans. Pupils at all levels of attainment, including those who are 
particularly gifted, benefit greatly from carefully differentiated work. Despite the hard 
work of the school, the progress of a very recently admitted pupil, for whom English is an 
additional language, is restricted by limited external support. The school is seeking to 
improve this provision as a matter of priority. 

 
10 In all other subjects, standards are at least in line with the national expectations by the 

time pupils reach the age of 11. Pupils, at all levels of attainment make good progress 
and achieve good standards in relation to their prior attainment. Standards in art and 
physical education are above the levels expected nationally. In swimming, almost all 
pupils are able to swim at least 25 metres unaided before leaving the school at the end 
of Year 6. 

 
11 Throughout the school, pupils make generally good progress in extending their literacy 

and numeracy skills. The very successful implementation of the national strategies for 
literacy and numeracy is having a positive effect on standards. The pupils' skills are 
promoted very effectively during the daily literacy and numeracy lessons and in work in 
other subjects of the curriculum. 

 
12 The governors set appropriate targets for improvements in English and mathematics 

after careful analysis of the ability range in each year group cohort. These targets are 
subject to regular review in the light of national test results and teacher assessments. 
The targets for Year 2001 are currently being reconsidered as a result of the 
encouraging performance of pupils in the Year 2000 National Curriculum tests. 

 
13 Since the last inspection, standards have improved significantly in the core subjects of 

English, mathematics and science. The proportion of pupils reaching the level set by the 
National Curriculum has increased from 41 per cent to 57 per cent in English, from 41 
per cent to 68 per cent in mathematics, and from 45 per cent to 82 per cent in science. 
More significantly, the proportion of pupils exceeding the national standard has 
increased considerably in all of the core subjects. Standards are greatly improved in 
information and communication technology although pupils underachieve in some 
aspects of the subject.   

 

Pupils’ attitudes, values and personal development  
 
14 The school has successfully maintained the high standards of behaviour which were 

apparent at the time of the last inspection. Throughout the school, in lessons, in the 
dining room and in assembly, the pupils' behaviour is very good. The pupils move 
around the school quietly and sensibly, for example, when coming into class in the 
mornings. During the inspection, when very wet weather prevented the pupils from 
playing out of doors, their behaviour at play time and lunch time was exemplary. It was 
not necessary to exclude any pupil during the most recent academic year. 
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15 The pupils' very good attitudes to learning contribute significantly to the standards they 

achieve and the quality of their learning. They enjoy their lessons and they are keen to 
take part in all school activities. During the inspection week, rehearsals were taking 
place after school for the forthcoming production of the musical "Annie". All those 
taking part were extremely enthusiastic and thoroughly enjoying the rehearsals. They 
had learned their lines properly and were following stage directions attentively. In 
class, the pupils work with a good level of concentration. They draw well on prior 
learning and show real delight in answering questions. Pupils take care with the 
presentation of their written work and are very pleased and proud to share it with 
visitors. 

 
16 The pupils demonstrate very good levels of self-discipline. They respond well to 

challenging work and show a capacity to persevere when difficulties arise. Their 
consistently positive attitudes contribute towards their progress in all subjects. A very 
strong feature of the school is the way in which the pupils work collaboratively in group 
situations, always ready to help one another and to share table space and learning 
resources. This was especially evident, for example, in a Year 5 history lesson on the 
Victorians. Mixed ability groups produced work of a high standard through discussion, 
mutual support and a sharing of ideas. Opportunities such as this make a highly 
effective contribution to the pupils' personal and social development. 

 
17 Relationships throughout the school are very good. The pupils are polite and friendly 

and have a clear understanding of how unkind words and actions can affect other 
people. They listen to each others’ contributions in question and answer sessions, for 
example, in science lessons. Class teachers provide very good role models in this 
respect, always valuing each pupil's answer, inspiring confidence and promoting the 
pupils' self esteem. 

 
18 The pupils take good care of their school. All areas of the building are clean and tidy 

and the playground is entirely free from litter. Books and other resources are handled 
carefully and put away properly after use. The colourful, high quality display 
throughout the school reflects the pride which the pupils take in their achievements.   

 
19 The pupils respond very well to the many opportunities they are given to take 

responsibility inside school. All take turns to act as class monitors, carrying out a wide 
range of duties such as returning registers and dinner money to the office, giving out 
hymn books, distributing learning resources, helping in the class library and selling 
fruit at play time. The Year 6 pupils set a good example to the rest of the school in 
their behaviour, their general appearance and the manner in which they take 
responsibility for duties outside the classroom. For example, they come into school 
early to distribute fruit to all the classrooms. They are also responsible for ordering the 
fruit and ensuring there is sufficient in stock. This is very important as the pupils, in 
accordance with the school's 'Healthy School' approach, are not allowed to bring 
sweets or crisps to school for morning snack. 

 
20 An elected representative from each class is represented on the school council. Pupils 

are invited to place suggestions in a box in the foyer, and already some important 
changes have been brought about in response to school council discussion and 
mediation. Fund raising for charity provides valuable opportunities for the pupils to 
extend their sense of responsibility to the wider community and to develop their 
understanding of citizenship. 
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21 Since the last inspection there has been steady improvement in levels of attendance, 

and attendance for the last reporting year was 93 per cent. This is satisfactory given 
that the school still faces the difficulties associated with families moving out of the area 
without notifying the school. Nevertheless, attendance remains just below the national 
average and the school is constantly seeking ways to improve whole school and 
individuals' attendance. Unauthorised absence is broadly in line with the national 
average and punctuality is generally good. The pupils arrive on time in the mornings 
and lessons start promptly. 

 

HOW WELL ARE PUPILS TAUGHT? 
 
22 The quality of teaching is predominantly at least good and often of a high standard.  

Nearly 90 per cent of lessons observed during the inspection were good or better. Over 
47 per cent was very good or better and six per cent was excellent. 

 
23 The teaching of English is generally good and often of high quality. Half of the lessons 

observed were judged to be very good or better. The good teaching has a positive effect 
on pupils' learning. It enables the great majority of pupils at all levels of attainment to 
make particularly good progress in speaking and listening and reading. This helps them 
to contribute and participate with increasing confidence in class discussion, and to follow 
text work during the introductory elements of literacy lessons. Their growing skills also 
enable them to work very effectively during lessons in the computer suite as they search 
the Internet or a CD-ROM to find information relating to their studies in various subjects. 
Teachers give close attention to the teaching of writing skills, which the school has 
identified as a priority for improvement. This includes placing emphasis on the quality of 
writing in all subjects, to ensure that new skills, taught during the literacy hour are 
applied in written work across the curriculum. This initiative is proving to be beneficial, 
and is having a positive effect on standards of handwriting and presentation.    

 
24 In mathematics, teaching is consistently good and often of particularly high quality. Half 

of the lessons observed were very good. This enables pupils at all levels of attainment, 
including those with special educational needs to make good progress during their time 
in the school. Throughout the school, conscientious planning and preparation enables 
teachers to be secure in their subject knowledge. Teaching methods and the 
organisation of the numeracy hour matches the guidance set out in the National 
Numeracy Strategy. Strong emphasis is placed on mental work, enabling pupils to make 
good progress in their knowledge of tables and number bonds. The plenary sessions are 
very well conducted, and well judged questioning and discussion helps pupils to 
consolidate and extend their learning. 

 
25 The highly successful implementation of the national strategies for literacy and 

numeracy has a very positive impact on the quality of teaching in English and 
mathematics, and teachers have incorporated similar methods of organisation into their 
teaching of other subjects. The setting of individual targets for improvement is an 
excellent feature in the teaching. The effectiveness of this initiative is further 
strengthened by the steps taken to share these targets with parents. This is contributing 
towards the pupils very good self-knowledge of their own learning, and helps parents to 
make a constructive contribution towards their children's learning at home. In both 
English and mathematics, the setting of appropriate homework is a good feature, which 
is contributing positively towards the development of pupils' literacy and numeracy skills. 
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26 The quality of teaching in science is more variable although generally it is of a good 
standard. In 25 per cent of lessons the teaching was judged to be satisfactory. Over 35 
per cent of lessons were good, 25 per cent were very good and 12 per cent excellent. 
Teaching is consistently of high quality in classes for pupils in Years 3 and 6. 
Throughout the key stage, teachers are particularly effective in extending the pupils' 
knowledge of science. Most pupils are well extended intellectually and demonstrate good 
knowledge of the areas they have studied. The most effective teaching also enables the 
pupils to make good progress in developing their skills in scientific enquiry, through well 
organised investigative and experimental activities. In a significant number of lessons, 
however, teachers lack confidence and expertise in organising such activities, and 
consequently, pupils in these classes make insufficient progress in developing skills in 
scientific enquiry.  

 
27 The teaching of information and communication technology (ICT) is consistently good 

and often of high quality. Over 40 per cent of lessons observed were in the very good to 
excellent category.  The standard of teaching in ICT has improved considerably since 
the last inspection, when it was judged to be poor. Teachers make very good use of the 
facilities available in the computer suite.  They have high expectations of the pupils, who 
make good progress in communicating and handling information. The imaginative use of 
ICT to support work in other subjects is also a strong feature in the teaching. The 
computer suite was completed fairly recently and regularly timetabled class lessons 
started at that stage. Since then, the teaching has successfully placed emphasis on 
developing the most important aspects of ICT. This has allowed pupils to become 
familiar with and work confidently in accessing the Internet and sending electronic mail. 
Some aspects of the work in ICT are not emphasised sufficiently in the school's 
curriculum and have yet to be incorporated into weekly teaching programmes. 

 
28 The teaching of pupils with special educational needs is good. Class teachers pay close 

attention to pupils' individual education plans when preparing lessons. This means that 
work is appropriately challenging. In addition, good quality support teaching is provided 
by classroom assistants, who work closely with the class teachers in planning, assessing 
and monitoring pupils' progress and ensuring that individual needs are met. This enables 
pupils in this category to make good progress and achieve good standards in relation to 
prior attainment. They are generally well motivated and this is reflected in their positive 
attitudes towards work and very good behaviour. Class teachers and support staff also 
identify and support particularly  gifted pupils. In addition, parents of such pupils are kept 
informed about relevant initiatives at city level. Very good quality instrumental teaching 
provided by a peripatetic music teacher helps to extend pupils who are particularly gifted 
in music. The class teacher and support staff, providing for those pupils for whom 
English is an additional language, show great commitment and determination to help 
them to make progress, despite receiving only limited external support at present. A 
good feature in their approach is the way in which they draw on pupils’ first language and 
experience, to extend the other pupils' awareness of other languages and cultures.  

 
29 In other subjects, careful preparation enables teachers to be secure in their subject 

knowledge. Lesson planning is of good quality, and on-going assessment is used 
effectively to help teachers to adjust the degree of challenge in order to extend pupils 
appropriately. A good balance is usually achieved between direct whole-class teaching 
and worthwhile learning activities. Class management is consistently strong, promoting 
very good behaviour by pupils and creating appropriate conditions for learning. The 
management of resources and use of time is very good. Pupils sustain concentration 
very effectively, show a real interest in their work and behave very sensibly. 
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30 Since the last inspection, the quality of teaching has improved considerably. The number 

of lessons judged to be satisfactory or better has increased from 86 per cent to 100 per 
cent. The proportion judged to be very good or better has risen from 15 per cent to 47 
per cent. The school has worked hard and successfully to improve the quality of 
teaching, and has benefited from the very successful implementation of the national 
strategies for literacy and numeracy. Particularly good progress has been made in 
improving the teaching of information and communication technology. 

 

HOW GOOD ARE THE CURRICULAR AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED TO 

PUPILS? 
 
31 The school provides a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum which, which generally 

reflects all of the requirements of the National Curriculum and the expectations set out 
in the Liverpool Agreed Syllabus for religious education. However, in information and 
communication technology insufficient emphasis is placed on the aspect of the work 
concerned with controlling and monitoring events. Recently, the school has expended 
a great deal of time and effort in implementing the national strategies for literacy and 
numeracy. However, this has not been at the expense of the wider curriculum which 
continues to provide the pupils with rich and stimulating experiences that are generally 
well matched to the pupils’ needs. Since the last inspection, provision has actually 
been extended by the inclusion of French in Year 6, which is a very good feature of 
the curriculum. 

 
32 The school has established effective strategies for teaching the basic skills of literacy 

and numeracy. In addition, the new computer suite has considerably improved 
provision in information and communication technology during the last twelve months. 
Computers now play an important part in supporting the pupils’ learning across much 
of the curriculum. 

 
33 A well balanced programme of extra-curricular activities is provided for boys and girls 

through aesthetic, musical, cultural, intellectual and sporting opportunities which serve 
to enhance the statutory curriculum. For example, some of the older pupils take part in 
computer studies organised by Liverpool Football Club as part of their work in the 
community. They are taken to the ground by their teachers and provided with 
additional teaching in aspects of literacy and numeracy and in elements of information 
and communication technology. In addition, Years 4 and 5 take part in a residential 
experience at the local authority’s centre at Colomendy, North Wales. Year 6 pupils 
visit a centre in the Lake District to take part in a week of outdoor and adventurous 
activities. All these activities make an important contribution to the pupils’ spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural development. 
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34 The school makes very good provision for the pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and 

cultural development. Their spiritual development is promoted very successfully. The 
requirements for collective worship are met fully and assemblies are reverent 
occasions during which the pupils are given opportunities for reflection and prayer. 
The school mission statement and the policy for collective worship emphasise the 
importance of the pupils’ spiritual development and this is addressed effectively 
through collective worship, the curriculum and extra-curricular activities. In addition, 
assemblies conducted by visiting clergy make important contributions to the pupils’ 
spiritual development. The pupils’ spiritual awareness is further developed in such 
subjects as religious education, history, language, music and science, and a sense of 
awe and wonder is often part of pupils’ response to learning. For example, a pupil 
wrote “It’s amazing to feel something from 3,000 years ago”, when handling Greek 
artefacts in a history lesson. In a religious education lesson on Abraham’s sacrifice of 
Isaac, the pupils developed their own ideas of people they could trust and gave their 
reasons for doing so. 

 
35 Since the last inspection, the school has built effectively on the provision made for 

pupils’ spiritual, moral, cultural and social development.  
 
36 The school makes very good provision for the pupils’ moral development. The school 

purpose statement and code of conduct uphold good standards of care and respect. 
All the pupils are taught the difference between right and wrong and are encouraged 
to consider how their actions and behaviour might affect other pupils and adults in the 
school community. Pupils are encouraged to take responsibilities. For example, on a 
wet morning, older pupils voluntarily helped to look after younger ones as they arrived 
for school.  Pupils are helped in many ways, particularly through assemblies and 
stories, to understand and tolerate each other’s point of view and respect opinions 
which are different from their own. Pupils also benefit from the very good role models 
provided by the adults working in the school. The pupils are helped to develop an 
appreciation and concern for the environment and visit such venues as the outdoor 
education centre and Colomendy. 

 
37 Support for a range of charitable organisations including the Royal National Institute 

for the Blind, the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children and the 
Poppy Day Appeal, help pupils to develop a caring attitude for those who are less 
fortunate than themselves. 

 
38 Very good provision is made for the pupils’ social development. They mix and work 

together very effectively. In lessons they work well as a class, in small groups and 
individually. The good quality of relationships within the school is a major factor in the 
pupils’ social development. Extra-curricular activities include and make good provision 
for all pupils. They include athletics, cross-country running, football and choir. These 
contribute significantly to the development of the pupils’ social skills. Social 
development is enhanced through the school council. Each class is responsible for 
electing its own member. The pupils relate very well to the adults who are working in 
and visiting the school. Parents' courses, such as ‘Additional Literacy Support’ and 
“the Inside Out Project’, make an important contribution to the pupils’ academic and 
social development by giving parents increased skills to help support their child’s 
learning. 
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39 The curriculum makes a significant contribution to the pupils’ cultural development. In 
subjects such as art, history, religious education and music, the pupils develop a very 
good appreciation of their own cultural traditions and the rich diversity of other 
cultures. For example, each year the pupils in Year 5 visit Croxteth Hall to celebrate a 
Victorian Christmas Day. Visits to the school by a Rastafarian poet, Muslim cleric, an 
archaeologist and an Egyptologist have given the pupils an insight into life in other 
cultures and times. Cultural development has also been promoted through visits to a 
mosque, art galleries, museums, a Bible exhibition and the Albert dock. High quality 
wall displays in teaching areas and corridors effectively celebrate a broad range of 
cultural activities. Lessons in the French language and the accessing of information 
relating to other countries and people on the Internet, effectively broaden the pupils’ 
cultural understanding. 

 
40 The governing body’s policy for equality of opportunity is implemented fully, and the 

school is highly successful in providing for all its pupils. Boys and girls are treated 
equally and have appropriate access to all aspects of school life. The curriculum 
provides equality of opportunity for all pupils. A notable element of this good provision 
is the effective interaction of classroom assistants who are well briefed and support 
the pupils’ learning to good effect, particularly helping the pupils who have special 
educational needs. The curriculum provides many opportunities for the pupils to 
develop positive attitudes towards the achievements of men and women. This is 
helped by the fact that the pupils observe good male and female role models 
throughout the school. The school takes care to ensure that pupils with special 
educational needs participate in and benefit from the full range of school activities. 
There are no pupils for whom the curriculum is disapplied. 

 
41 The school makes good provision for the pupils with special educational needs. Very 

effective identification procedures are in place, and individual educational plans are 
completed for the pupils at Stage 2 or above on the Code of Practice. These plans are 
well written and contain precise and measurable targets which are reviewed at regular 
intervals. A good range of regular support is provided through small group work, 
withdrawal from lessons and additional attention in the classroom. The close 
involvement of classroom assistants makes an important contribution towards provision. 
In addition, regular help is provided by support staff from the local education authority.  
The recent appointment of staff to act as learning mentors is intended to increase 
specific support for particular pupils. 

 
42 Provision for pupils with special educational needs is effectively co-ordinated, and the 

policy document provides comprehensive guidance. The school has a satisfactory range 
of resources to support the pupils’ learning. Learning mentors and two volunteer support 
staff give additional help to the pupils with special educational needs in addition to that 
provided by the local authority support services. 

 
43 The school works hard to integrate pupils who speak English as an additional 

language and, when necessary, enlists some additional help from the local authority. 
Currently, the proportion of the pupils who require such support is very small. Since 
the inspection is early in the school year it is too soon to gauge the effect of this 
provision. 

 
44 The school is successful in providing a coherent curriculum which emphasises 

strongly the pupils’ personal and social development. A progressive health education 
programme is taught in all classes and includes appropriate attention to drug misuse 
and sex and relationship education. The pupils are given essential facts and the 
necessary skills and knowledge to enable them to make informed decisions now and 
in the future. 
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45 Very good links with the local community are well established and used effectively to 

contribute to the pupils’ learning. In addition to the Muslim cleric and visiting 
archaeologist a science theatre group and other theatre companies have brought an 
added dimension to the pupils’ learning, helping them to explore such issues as the 
dangers of drug misuse and bullying.  

 
46 Constructive relationships are well established with the adjacent infant school and the 

two secondary schools to which most of the Year 6 pupils transfer. A smooth system  
exists for the transfer of relevant records and attainment data. As part of the induction 
arrangements, Year 2 pupils from the infants, accompanied by their parents, are 
invited to the school prior to their admission. In addition to the induction arrangements 
with the secondary schools, the school identifies Year 6 gifted pupils who take part in 
a summer school as part of the ‘Excellence in Cities’ project. One of the secondary 
schools also organised a summer school for Year 6 pupils to receive additional 
support in literacy and numeracy prior to their transfer. 

 
47 Since the last inspection, the school has made considerable improvements to the 

curriculum. The pupils now have greater opportunities to develop their speaking skills 
in a variety of contexts. The very successful implementation of the literacy hour has 
enabled the pupils to apply increasingly their knowledge of grammar, spelling and 
punctuation. The highly successful implementation of the National Numeracy Strategy 
has resulted in better planning for mathematics. This has enabled key learning 
objectives to be more clearly identified, and more emphasis to be placed on oral and 
mental work. Improvements have also been made to the science curriculum where a 
new and detailed scheme of work has been adopted. This gives the teachers more 
guidance in planning for progression in the subject. The computer suite is an important 
new asset which has provided the school with much better information and 
communication technology facilities over the last twelve months. This has definitely 
strengthened this area of the curriculum, providing the pupils with increased access to 
the Internet and e-mail facilities. 

  

HOW WELL DOES THE SCHOOL CARE FOR ITS PUPILS? 
 
48 The school takes very good care of its pupils. Procedures for child protection and for 

ensuring the pupils' welfare, health and safety are very good. It works closely with the 
police, the educational psychologist, the school nurse and the pupils' attendance and 
educational welfare officer in the interest of all of its pupils. 

 
49 In accordance with its stated purpose, the school places great emphasis on the 

education of the 'whole child' and provides the pupils with a happy, secure and very 
stimulating environment in which to learn.  Procedures for monitoring and supporting 
the pupils' personal development are very good. They are given many opportunities to 
take responsibility inside school.  One pupil is nominated every year to receive a good 
citizenship award for achievement in school and in the community. Themes for school 
assemblies are chosen carefully and cover issues such as bullying, relationships, 
taking responsibility and owning up to things. Strong links with local churches 
contribute significantly to the pupils' personal and social development and to the 
establishment of positive relationships within school and in the wider community. 
Opportunities are taken by teachers, for example in English and religious education 
lessons, to address important issues arising from specific incidents in school or from 
events reported in the media. 
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50 Through a broad and relevant curriculum and the daily life of the school, the pupils are 

learning to respect each other, demonstrate good manners and know how to be good 
friends. All the adults in the school community set a good example to the pupils by the 
way in which they work together as a team to help the pupils enjoy school and get the 
best from their education. The principles of a healthy lifestyle and the importance of 
regular attendance are covered in depth through science and through lessons in 
personal and social education. The school holds an annual 'Health Week' when 
numerous visitors are invited into school to talk to the pupils about risks associated 
with smoking and alcohol and other important aspects of health and personal safety. 
The school has won a prestigious 'Healthy School' award for very high standards in 
many aspects of school life. For example, to promote healthy eating, the pupils are 
discouraged from eating anything other than fruit for morning snack. Very good 
procedures for monitoring and promoting regular attendance, punctuality and high 
standards of behaviour also contributed to achieving the award. The school has a very 
positive approach to behaviour management. The pupils are praised consistently by 
their teachers for hard work, helpful attitudes and good behaviour. A well thought out 
system of rewards and sanctions is in place and the school has a written policy on 
bullying. Rewards include pupil of the week award, table of the week award, 
certificates, house points and letters to parents. The school involves parents at an 
early stage whenever an individual's behaviour is giving cause for concern. 

 
51 The school has very good systems for monitoring the academic performance of pupils.  

The rigorous programme of formal testing in each year group yields information that is 
thoroughly analysed by the school.  It is used very effectively to identify areas for 
development in curriculum and teaching provision and to identify pupils who have 
special educational needs.  The system for tracking pupils progress in English and 
mathematics is very successful in providing a secure basis for setting targets in these 
areas, both at individual and class level.   

 
52 The school has an excellent and highly effective system for using individual targets as 

a means of raising performance in English and mathematics and is piloting an 
extension of the system to include science.  The system gives the pupils a clear 
understanding of what is expected of them and what they must do to improve, within a 
time frame of one term.  The targets, which are clear and achievable, are negotiated 
with the pupils and confirmed in writing with the parents, so that all know what is 
expected at the end of each term. 

 
53 The arrangements for day-to-day assessment have been improved considerably since 

the time of the last inspection.  There are effective systems in English and 
mathematics for monitoring pupils’ progress, using well conceived assessment 
procedures.  These procedures are shortly to be extended to science and information 
and communication technology.  In other subjects, such as history and geography, the 
school is working hard to implement new curricular requirements. Much work has 
already been completed, and the school recognises the need to improve assessment 
procedures to ensure the systematic use of assessment information to inform future 
planning. 
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HOW WELL DOES THE SCHOOL WORK IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS? 
 
54 The school has established good links with parents. The consultation exercise, prior to 

the inspection, revealed that parents have a high regard for the school. Almost all the 
parents consider the school to be well led and managed. They feel comfortable in 
approaching the school with problems or questions concerning their children. They 
consider teaching to be good and feel that their children are making good progress. 
Parents are almost totally in agreement that their children like school. They are of the 
view that behaviour in the school is good and that their children are expected to work 
hard and achieve of their best. Almost all parents feel that the school works closely 
with them and is helping their children to become mature and responsible. The 
inspection findings support all these positive views. A small number of the parents feel 
that the school does not provide the right amount of homework. The inspection found 
that teachers make good use of homework and keep parents well informed about 
homework policy, through the home-school agreement and regular newsletters. 

 
55 The home-school agreement sets out the aims and values of the school and explains 

clearly the responsibilities of the school, the parents and the pupils. The overall quality 
of the information provided for parents and carers by the school is good. Through the 
prospectus and the governing body's annual report, the parents are kept fully informed 
in relation to the School Purpose, school policies and procedures and the curriculum. 
Regular newsletters provide helpful information about school events and topics to be 
covered during the term. They also give parents useful reminders regarding the 
importance of regular attendance and punctuality. Pupils' annual written reports 
provide concise and relevant information for parents on their children's attainment, 
progress and personal development. Parents are given the opportunity to discuss their 
children's reports with class teachers at the parents' meeting in July. The parents of 
pupils on the register of special educational needs are appropriately involved in setting 
and reviewing their children's targets and individual education plans. All other parents 
and carers are kept fully informed of the targets which have been set for their children 
by class teachers. 

 
56 The parents and carers are invited into school for class assemblies. During the 

inspection week the parents very much enjoyed the Year 4 assembly which was led by 
a visitor from one of the local churches. They spoke highly of this and other 
assemblies and said they are always made very welcome on such occasions. 

 
57 The “Parents', Teachers' and Friends' Association”, was set up in September 2000, 

replacing the Parents' Association which operated jointly with the Infants' school prior 
to the separation of the governors of the two schools. The association aims to 
strengthen community links, support fund raising efforts for charity and raise money 
for the school. 

 

HOW WELL IS THE SCHOOL LED AND MANAGED? 
 
58 The overall quality of leadership and management is very good. The headteacher 

provides strong purposeful leadership and is very well supported by the deputy 
headteacher and senior management team. They work together very effectively with the 
chair of governors to provide clear vision and direction for the work of the school. They 
are well supported by the whole staff and members of the governing body.  

 
59 Governors show a good understanding of the school's strengths and areas which could 

be improved. Their increasingly purposeful involvement in the work of the school is an 
important factor in the good rate of improvement achieved since the last inspection.  
Appropriate governing body committees have been established, and they operate 
successfully to ensure that statutory requirements are met.  
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60 Curriculum co-ordinators play an important part in producing and updating subject 

policies and schemes of work which provide effective guidance for teachers. Their work 
contributes strongly towards the good quality of teaching which now exists. Good 
leadership provided by the co-ordinators for English and mathematics has been an 
important factor in the very successful implementation of the national strategies for 
literacy and numeracy throughout the school. The school is now well placed to continue 
to improve by building on existing strengths and addressing weaknesses.  

 
61 The school's mission statement and main aims are communicated effectively to parents 

through the "Parents’ Brochure". The school sets out to create a happy, secure and 
stimulating environment, where educational provision is of high quality, and to provide a 
broad, balanced and relevant curriculum which places substantial emphasis on pupils' 
personal as well as academic development. These aims are consistently reflected in all 
of the school's work.  

 
62 The governing body ensures that the requirements of the Code of Practice for special 

educational needs are addressed successfully and that the school provides equality of 
access and opportunity for all of its pupils. The school makes good provision for all 
pupils including those with special educational needs, those from different cultural 
backgrounds and those for whom English is an additional language. It is currently 
attempting to improve the amount of external support provided by the local education 
authority for those at an early stage in learning to speak English. 

 
63 Very good procedures have been established for monitoring teaching and the 

curriculum. The school has focused in particular on the teaching of literacy and 
numeracy in recent years. The headteacher and relevant co-ordinators visit classrooms 
regularly to evaluate teaching and the quality of curricular provision. Criteria for 
evaluation are shared with class teachers in advance, and a written pro-forma is 
completed. The feedback from lesson evaluations is considered during annual personal 
interviews with teachers, and personal targets are agreed for the year ahead. The 
standard and quality of work produced by pupils are monitored at regular intervals by the 
headteacher and co-ordinators.   

 
64 Responsibilities for co-ordinating subjects and aspects of the curriculum are shared 

appropriately and defined clearly. Medium and short-term planning is scrutinised by 
relevant co-ordinators in order to check curricular balance and provision in their subjects. 
These arrangements help to ensure appropriate emphasis on the development of 
literacy and numeracy skills, and are successful in maintaining a broad and relevant 
curriculum. 

 
65 Well conceived school development planning procedures enable the school to move 

steadily towards the targets identified. The consultation process ensures that the views 
of all staff and governors are considered before priorities for inclusion in the plan are 
agreed. Targets for improvements are listed clearly and appropriate information is 
provided about action to be taken to support their implementation. This includes 
deadlines for meeting targets, persons responsible, and criteria for evaluating the 
success of initiatives. The effective use of the plan to inform spending, ensures that 
money is spent appropriately on relevant educational priorities.  

   
66 All requirements for staff appraisal are met. Strong emphasis is placed on staff 

development. Teachers, support staff, governors and voluntary helpers are given 
opportunities to attend relevant in-service training. There are appropriate procedures for 
supporting the induction of newly qualified teachers and staff who are new to the school.  
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67 All funding available to the school is used very effectively. Grants for specific purposes 

are used appropriately, and good use is made of the element within the school's budget 
for making provision for pupils with special educational needs. The relatively large 
amount of money carried forward from the last financial year was to avoid the disruptive 
effect of change in income caused by fluctuation in the number of pupils on roll.  

 
68 The governors' finance committee, headteacher and highly efficient school 

administration co-operate very effectively to monitor spending and ensure efficient 
financial control. Administrative staff are appropriately trained and make good use of 
information technology to support financial management. The school is also well 
supported by expertise purchased from the local education authority. The last audit of 
finance by the local authority found the financial systems at the school to be operating 
extremely well. All of the audit's relatively minor recommendations have been addressed.  

 
69 The increasing attention given to monitoring school performance is a good feature of the 

work of the governing body. The headteacher provides very comprehensive information 
to enable governors and senior management to compare the school's performance with 
similar schools as well as the national picture. Governors demonstrate a good 
awareness of the school's strengths and priorities for improvement. The strong 
emphasis placed on setting individual, as well as school targets for improvements, is an 
indication of the school's commitment to continue raising standards. 

 
70 The governing body also seeks to secure best quality and value when purchasing 

resources and arranging for work to be completed. The successful completion of recent 
building extensions initiated by the headteacher and governors provides a good 
illustration of the application of best value principles. The quality of provision was 
improved and good value for money was secured. 

 
71 The strategic management of all resources is very good. The school has sufficient 

suitably qualified and experienced teachers to meet the demands of the curriculum for 
pupils at all stages of their education; staff are deployed very effectively. 

 
72 Very good use is made of the range of facilities provided by the accommodation and 

school grounds. Classrooms are appropriately spacious, although two mobile 
classrooms do not have running water.  The library areas and the computer suite provide 
valuable additional facilities. The jammed fire door reported by the last inspection has 
been repaired.  All areas of the curriculum are generally well resourced.  

 
73 Standards of cleaning and caretaking are high, and the quality of the internal 

environment is considerably enhanced by displays of pupils' work which are of a very 
good standard. They are used very effectively to celebrate pupils' achievements, support 
their learning, and promote enquiry.  

 
74 Since the last inspection, the quality of strategic planning has improved significantly and 

is now set out in the development plan over a three year period. Procedures for 
monitoring teaching, the curriculum and pupils' work have improved considerably. 
Resources have been improved, particularly those for information and communication 
technology and the provision of a wider range of books in the school library.  In addition 
there has been a significant increase in the level of classroom support. All of these 
measures contribute significantly towards the improving standards and quality of 
provision which are now apparent. 
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WHAT SHOULD THE SCHOOL DO TO IMPROVE FURTHER? 
 
75 In order to raise standards and quality of work further, the governing body, headteacher 

and staff should: 
 

1) improve standards in the area of scientific enquiry by: 
 

a) ensuring that teachers in all classes place appropriate emphasis on this 
aspect of science; and 

    
     b) providing appropriate inservice training for teachers who lack confidence. 

(Paragraph references: 7, 26, 97 and 98) 
 
2) Improve standards achieved in the use of information and communication 
technology to control and monitor events by: 

 
a) developing mid and short-term planning to secure systematic coverage of all 
elements of ICT in all year groups; and 

 
b) extending monitoring arrangements to check that such opportunities are 
created regularly. 

     (Paragraph references: 8, 27, 31 and 117) 
 
  
 
 
 
 

In addition to the key issues above, the following recommendations should be 

considered for inclusion in the action plan: 

 
* maintain the emphasis placed on securing improvements in the quality of 

pupils’ writing. 
(Paragraph references: 5, 23 and 81) 
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PART C: SCHOOL DATA AND INDICATORS 
 
 

Summary of the sources of evidence for the inspection  

 

Number of lessons observed 68 

Number of discussions with staff, governors, other adults and pupils 21 

 
 

Summary of teaching observed during the inspection 

 

Excellent Very good Good Satisfactory Unsatisfactory Poor Very Poor 

6 41 43 10 0 0 0 

The table gives the percentage of teaching observed in each of the seven categories used to make judgements about lessons. 
 
 

Information about the school’s pupils   

 

Pupils on the school’s roll Nursery Y3 – Y6 

Number of pupils on the school’s roll  (FTE for part-time pupils)  209 

Number of full-time pupils eligible for free school meals  170 

FTE means full-time equivalent. 

 

Special educational needs Nursery Y3 – Y6 

Number of pupils with statements of special educational needs  1 

Number of pupils on the school’s special educational needs register  66 

 

English as an additional language  No of pupils 

Number of pupils with English as an additional language  0 

 

Pupil mobility in the last school year  No of pupils 

Pupils who joined the school other than at the usual time of first admission  11 

Pupils who left the school other than at the usual time of leaving   20 

 
 

Attendance   

 

Authorised absence  Unauthorised absence 

 %  
 

% 

School data 6.3  School data 0.6 

National comparative data 5.4  National comparative data 0.5 

Both tables give the percentage of half days (sessions) missed through absence for the latest complete reporting year. 
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Attainment at the end of Key Stage 2     

 Year Boys Girls Total 

Number of registered pupils in final year of Key Stage 2 for the latest reporting year 2000(99) 22(37) 22(30) 44(67) 

 

National Curriculum Test/Task Results English Mathematics Science 

 Boys 13 (23) 15 (27) 19 (34) 

Numbers of pupils at NC level 4 
and above 

Girls 12 (17) 15 (12) 17 (23) 

 Total 25 (40) 30 (39) 36 (57) 

Percentage of pupils 
School 57 (60) 68 (58) 82 (85) 

at NC level 4 or above 
National n/a (70) n/a (69) n/a (78) 

 

Teachers’ Assessments English Mathematics Science 

 Boys 12 (21) 16 (24) 19 (28) 

Numbers of pupils at NC level 4 
and above 

Girls 12 (19) 17 (14) 17 (17) 

 Total 24 (40) 33 (38) 36 (45) 

Percentage of pupils 
School 55 (60) 75 (58) 82 (67) 

at NC level 4 or above 
National n/a 68) n/a (69) n/a (75) 

Percentages in brackets refer to the year before the latest reporting year. 
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Ethnic background of pupils  Exclusions in the last school year 

 

 No of pupils   Fixed period Permanent 

Black – Caribbean heritage 0  Black – Caribbean heritage 0 0 

Black – African heritage 0  Black – African heritage 0 0 

Black – other 0  Black – other 0 0 

Indian 0  Indian 0 0 

Pakistani 0  Pakistani 0 0 

Bangladeshi 0  Bangladeshi 0 0 

Chinese 0  Chinese 0 0 

White 207  White 0 0 

Any other minority ethnic group 2  Other minority ethnic groups 0 0 

This table refers to pupils of compulsory school age only.  This table gives the number of exclusions of pupils of 
compulsory school age, which may be different from the 
number of pupils excluded. 

 
 

Teachers and classes   Financial information 

 

Qualified teachers  and classes:  Y3 – Y6    

Total number of qualified teachers (FTE) 9.5  Financial year 1999/2000 

Number of pupils per qualified teacher 26    

Average class size 27   £ 

   Total income 484,890.74 

Education support staff:  Y3 – Y6  Total expenditure 480,868.30 

Total number of education support staff 6  Expenditure per pupil 2,140.33 

Total aggregate hours worked per week 120  Balance brought forward from previous year 43,742.20 

   Balance carried forward to next year 47,764.64 
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Results of the survey of parents and carers 
 

Questionnaire return rate  

Number of questionnaires sent out 209 

Number of questionnaires returned 115 

 

Percentage of responses in each category 

 Strongly 
agree 

Tend to 
agree 

Tend to 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

Don’t 
know 

My child likes school. 70 27 3 0 0 

My child is making good progress in school. 54 40 2 3 1 

Behaviour in the school is good. 59 36 3 0 2 

My child gets the right amount of work to do at 
home. 

41 42 14 3 0 

The teaching is good. 68 27 2 0 3 

I am kept well informed about how my child is 
getting on. 

50 38 7 3 2 

I would feel comfortable about approaching  the 
school with questions or a problem. 

68 30 1 0 1 

The school expects my child to work hard and 
achieve his or her best. 

75 23 2 0 0 

The school works closely with parents. 57 29 9 2 3 

The school is well led and managed. 63 34 1 0 2 

The school is helping my child become mature 
and responsible. 

51 42 3 0 4 

The school provides an interesting range of 
activities outside lessons. 

47 33 10 3 7 
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PART D: THE STANDARDS AND QUALITY OF TEACHING IN AREAS OF THE 

CURRICULUM, SUBJECTS AND COURSES 
 

 

ENGLISH 

 
76 Although a majority of pupils in Year 6 attain levels which are appropriate for their age, 

overall standards in English remain below the national average.  However, this shows 
an improvement on comparative information derived from national tests, which showed 
standards to be well below those found nationally, but above the average for similar 
schools. Improvements have been brought about by the very successful implementation 
of the National Literacy Strategy. Standards in speaking and listening and reading are 
considerably better than in writing. The school has identified the need to improve pupils' 
writing skills as a priority for development and has already introduced a number of 
appropriate strategies to raise standards. There is no significant variation in the 
performance of pupils in terms of gender.  

 
77 Throughout the school, pupils at all levels of ability achieve generally good standards in 

relation to their prior attainment. Those with special educational needs make good 
progress towards the targets set for them in their individual educational plans. The 
school is currently working hard to make appropriate provision for a very recently 
admitted pupil for whom English is an additional language. This currently consists of 
support within the classroom and external support from the local authority for half a day 
each week. Appropriate provision is made for gifted pupils, both within the school and by 
drawing on initiatives arranged at city level.  

 
78 In speaking and listening, pupils at all levels of attainment, including those with special 

educational needs, make consistently good progress. This is very apparent during the 
whole class elements of literacy lessons. Pupils show a capacity to listen attentively and 
follow their teachers' guidance closely during the initial text and word level work. They 
respond well to questioning and talk about issues, characters and events from the texts 
with growing confidence and understanding. They use these skills well in other subjects 
and in work at a whole school level. For example, pupils in Year 4 contributed confidently 
during a special class assembly, performed for the whole school and parents. They 
spoke clearly with good expression and showed an ability to improvise when necessary. 
By the end of the key stage, pupils show an ability to adapt talk for various purposes and 
to make use of a growing vocabulary to convey opinions clearly.  

 
79 In reading, pupils at all levels of ability make good progress. Some are helped to make 

progress by the encouragement given by parents for reading at home. Younger pupils 
continue to develop an appropriate range of strategies to read unfamiliar words. The 
significant proportion of lower attainers and pupils with special educational needs, 
benefit greatly from the close attention provided by classroom assistants. As they 
progress, pupils read with increasing confidence, accuracy and understanding. This 
enables them to follow the text work, during the whole class elements of literacy lessons. 
Their reading benefits greatly from the close attention provided by their teachers during 
the guided reading element of literacy lessons. 
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80 Average and high attaining pupils read independently from fiction and non-fiction books 

and materials, usually selected from class or central library areas. Regular opportunities 
to use information and communication technology are helping pupils to extend their 
reading skills through well-planned activities which involve searching for and finding 
information to support their studies in different subjects. By the age of eleven, the 
majority of average and high attainers express preferences for certain types of books 
and explain confidently why they like particular characters in the stories they have read. 
These skills are reinforced during literacy lessons, when teachers regularly ask for 
pupils' views about characters and events in texts and ask them to predict what might 
happen next. High attainers make particularly good progress in using inference and 
deduction, and respond imaginatively to the ideas and organisation of language in the 
literature they read.  

 
81 In writing, the majority of pupils, at all levels of ability, make at least satisfactory and 

generally good progress in relation to their prior attainment. However, standards are not 
as good as those achieved in speaking and listening and reading. In classes for younger 
pupils, a substantial proportion of pupils have difficulty in expressing ideas in a sequence 
of sentences and relatively few use simple punctuation correctly. Good teaching and 
close support from classroom assistants are enabling them to make steady progress. 
The writing of average and high attaining pupils begins to show an increasing awareness 
of the reader when writing for different purposes. In Year 4, for example, the pupils 
showed a good understanding of the way in which writing is presented when producing a 
newspaper report. In Year 5, the strong emphasis placed on drafting and re-drafting 
work has a positive impact on the pupils' writing. In Year 6, the consistent 
encouragement for pupils to apply new skills, acquired during literacy lessons, in written 
work across the curriculum, has a positive effect on the quality of their writing. In 
addition, the setting of individual targets for improvements contributes towards better 
quality writing. For example, one pupil's targets included the aim of using a more 
imaginative range of connectives when writing complex sentences, helping to improve 
the quality of the child's work. 

 
82 The quality of teaching and learning in English is predominantly good and often very 

good. Over 90 per cent of the lessons observed were good or better and nearly 50 per 
cent were very good. Teachers have a secure knowledge of the subject and a good 
understanding of how pupils learn. This enables them to set work which challenges 
pupils at all levels of ability, helping them to extend progressively their literacy skills. The 
very successful implementation of the National Literacy Strategy has a positive effect on 
the quality of teaching. Teachers' planning is clear with precise learning objectives and 
lessons are well structured, following the guidance provided in the literacy strategy. Most 
teachers achieve a good balance between the different elements of the lesson. This 
helps to stimulate pupils, who listen attentively and contribute enthusiastically during 
whole-class elements and work productively during group activities. However, in some 
lessons, insufficient time is allowed for pupils to engage in group or individual tasks, in 
order to consolidate firmly the new concepts introduced to them during the lesson. 
Teachers provide an effective stimulus through well selected shared reading texts which 
capture pupils' interest. This generally results in the pupils working enthusiastically and 
extends them intellectually. The setting of individual targets for improvement is a very 
strong feature in the teaching, which gives pupils a good knowledge and understanding 
of their own learning. Clear explanations and good use of questioning, ensures that all 
pupils are appropriately involved. They help to increase pupils’ awareness of, and 
interest in issues events and characters in the texts they study. Class management is 
consistently of a high standard. This contributes towards very good behaviour and strong 
relationships throughout the school. The marking of pupils' work is consistent and 
constructive. Carefully thought-out comments and suggestions value pupils' efforts, offer 
encouragement and suggest ways of making improvements.  



Monksdown  Junior School  - 31 - October  2000 

 
83 Very good leadership and management of the subject by the co-ordinator contribute 

greatly towards the successful implementation of the National Literacy Strategy and 
provide clear guidance for teachers. Very good provision is made for all pupils at all 
levels of attainment and care is taken to ensure that boys and girls are challenged and 
provided for appropriately. 

 
84 Since the last inspection, the proportion of pupils reaching national standards has 

increased from 41 per cent to 57 per cent and there has been a significant increase in 
the proportion of pupils exceeding the national standard. Standards are now above 
those of similar schools, having been in line with similar schools at the time of the last 
inspection. The quality of teaching has improved considerably, particularly in terms of 
lesson planning and assessment of pupils' work. 

 

 MATHEMATICS 

 
85 The great majority of the Year 6 pupils attain the standards expected nationally in 

numeracy and all other aspects of the subject. The 2000 national test results reflect a 
similar picture. Comparative information indicates that the school’s performance is well 
above the average for similar schools. Taking the last four years into account, 
standards have improved considerably. There are no significant differences in the 
performance of boys and girls. Pupils with special educational needs are generally 
supported effectively and make good progress towards the targets set for them. 

 
86 The youngest pupils make good progress from a fairly low baseline on entry to the 

school. However, many are beginning to understand place value to 1,000 and show 
increasing confidence in ordering numbers to 100 and beyond. Since the last 
inspection, greater consideration has been given to rapid, oral mental work. The 
teaching of mental work is lively and captures the pupils’ interest so that they are well 
motivated. This has had the effect of raising standards in basic recall of number facts. 
The regular attention given to homework has also been of great benefit to the pupils’ 
learning. By Year 6, the pupils make increasing progress in understanding place 
value, and demonstrate good levels of accuracy when solving problems using the four 
rules of number. They also have a sound grasp of extensions of the number system 
which they demonstrate in their use of negative numbers and when calculating using 
fractions, decimals and percentages. 

 
87 A strong feature in the best teaching, during the time allocated to mental work, is the 

encouragement given to the pupils to explain the strategies they use, which they do 
with confidence using an appropriate mathematical vocabulary.  

 
88 Pupils progress well in work related to shapes, space and measures. They can 

describe the properties of three and two dimensional shapes using correct 
terminology. As they progress, the pupils become increasingly proficient using a range 
of measures. For example, in a Year 5 class, they make accurate measurements of 
sides and angles of triangles in order to classify scalene, equilateral and isosceles 
triangles. By Year 6, the pupils know how to calculate perimeters and areas of basic 
shapes. They can calculate quite accurately the angle sum of various triangles and 
use correctly related vocabulary when describing different types of angles. 
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89 Throughout the school the teaching is well planned to include attention to each of the 

attainment targets. The pupils demonstrate increasing skills in handling data. They 
know how to collect data, record their results and interpret their findings using an 
appropriate range of graphs, charts, diagrams and frequency tables. Good use is 
made of aspects of mathematics to support work in other subjects. For example, in 
geography, a group of older pupils on a residential week at Colomendy, North Wales 
found how to create a river profile to show its depth across a given section. They were 
able to organise the data and record their findings accurately on a carefully 
constructed graph. 

 
90 Throughout the school, the pupils make generally good progress in using and applying 

their mathematical skills. Year 3 pupils reveal investigational work which is well 
organised and recorded. In Year 5, the pupils problem solving work is well set out, 
clear and accurate. The pupils are beginning to benefit from the increased teaching in 
mental work and applying correctly skills such as partitioning to help them find 
solutions. The oldest pupils show much confidence in describing the strategies they 
use. 

 
91 The quality of teaching is good and very often very good. In 90 per cent of lessons 

observed the teaching was good, and 50 per cent was very good.  In each year group, 
the teachers are successful in helping pupils to develop good attitudes towards 
mathematics. The pupils particularly enjoy numeracy lessons which are lively, well 
structured in line with the national numeracy format and appropriately challenging. A 
strong feature of the good quality of teaching is the identification of clear lesson 
objectives for the pupils’ learning. These are shared with the pupils at the beginning of 
the lesson and evaluated with the class at the end of the lesson. In addition, each 
pupil has an agreed target in mathematics against which the teachers are constantly 
measuring progress. 

 
92 The quality of teaching in Year 3 and Year 6 is consistently very good and often 

characterised by the high quality of the planning, direct teaching and questioning. The 
latter is very well used both to establish the pupils’ level of understanding and to 
extend their thinking. For example, in a Year 6 lesson on symmetry the pupils 
considered symmetry in a range of quadrilaterals and after some interesting 
discussion they were able to move on to conclude that a circle had an infinite number 
of lines of symmetry. 

 
93 The very effective implementation of the National Numeracy Strategy is contributing 

significantly towards improving standards in mathematics since the last inspection. 
The other significant change is the increased level of support provided by classroom 
assistants. They are extremely competent and well briefed so that they have optimum 
impact in classes. 
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94 The subject is well co-ordinated and monitored. Statistical data including national test 

results and the school’s internal assessments are carefully analysed and the results 
are used to identify ways forward. In addition, each pupil, including those with special 
educational needs, is set personal targets in mathematics. These are agreed with the 
pupil, parents and teacher and used to measure progress. The planning of work has 
improved since the last inspection. Objectives are now stated clearly and the work is 
matched better to meet the needs of pupils of different levels of ability. The subject 
makes a good contribution to the school’s aims. In meeting fully the requirements of 
the National Curriculum, mathematics also makes a good contribution to the pupils’ 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. This occurs through the work 
undertaken inside school, sometimes using to good effect aspects of information and 
communication technology and also through mathematical work undertaken during 
field studies in more distant locations. 

 

SCIENCE 

 

95 Standards in Year 6 are close to those found nationally, and the great majority of 
pupils attain levels which are at least appropriate for their age. The performance of 
pupils over time shows an improving picture and is considerably higher than at the 
time of the last inspection. The proportion of pupils attaining above the level expected 
for their age continues to improve, as confirmed in the most recent test results.  Most 
pupils, including those with special educational needs, make very good progress in 
relation to their prior attainment.  By the time they reach Year 6, most pupils have 
gained a good range of scientific knowledge although their ability to follow lines of 
practical scientific enquiry is not as good.   

96 Through their explorations of different ways of making sounds the younger pupils  
develop their understanding about how sound is produced.   They can recognise high 
and low sounds and suggest how these might be changed, for example, by the use of 
a tighter or thicker rubber band or putting more grains in a shaker.  In their 
investigation of how different surfaces slow down or speed up toy cars on a slope, 
they make good progress in developing their ideas about friction.  The most able 
pupils can associate what they have learned with other situations involving friction, 
such as ice skating, shoes and car tyres.  Older pupils form a good understanding of 
the nature of matter as a solid, a liquid or a gas, and are beginning to recognise and 
know the characteristics of these in different contexts.  The pupils in Year 6 can group 
living things according to observable characteristics, and more able pupils are 
developing a sound understanding of the relevance of keys in classifying plants and 
animals.   

97 Throughout the key stage, the ability of pupils to carry out scientific enquiry is variable. 
Many pupils of all abilities are able to offer reasonable ideas and explanations when 
they are asked to predict what might happen in their investigations or explain why 
something happened.  However, in some classes, they are given too few opportunities 
to practice their enquiry skills and these are not well developed as a result.  The pupils 
in these lessons are seldom required to make formal predictions, and have too few 
opportunities to select and use standard measurement. In addition, insufficient 
emphasis is placed on developing pupils’ skills in recording accurate data in charts 
and graphs.  Consequently they are not good at using data to find answers to their 
scientific questions. 
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98 The quality of teaching is variable although generally good.  In over 75 per cent of  the 

lessons seen, the quality of teaching was good or better and over 30 per cent was 
very good or excellent.   The teaching was satisfactory in 25 per cent of lessons.  In 
the best lessons teachers give their pupils sufficient levels of challenge through well 
thought out practical investigative work, which provides good opportunities for pupils to 
develop secure enquiry skills.  The teachers are confident in their subject knowledge 
and select very appropriate teaching methods to communicate new learning.  In Year 
6, for example, a series of card sorting exercises was used very successfully to build 
up the pupils’ ideas about classification and prepare them for the use of keys to 
identify living things.  In Year 3 pupils were given the opportunity to explore freely a 
well-chosen range of stimulating objects with which to produce sounds.  Questioning is 
used very skilfully to establish the pupils’ understanding and to extend or correct their 
thinking.  Well judged intervention in the work of groups and individuals is of high 
quality and provides sensitive support that sustains and promotes productive learning 
in pupils of all abilities. In less successful lessons, insufficient emphasis is placed on 
creating opportunities for the pupils to practise and develop their scientific enquiry 
skills during practical investigative work.  In some classes teachers lack confidence in 
teaching this aspect of science. 

 
99 Throughout the school, the high standard of class management is a very strong 

feature.  This contributes significantly towards the pupils’ positive attitudes and very 
good behaviour.  Pupils in all lessons are attentive and work productively.  In the best 
lessons, interest levels are very high, and pupils show maturity and responsibility when 
engaged in experimental and investigative work. 

 
100 The subject is well managed and is supported by a good scheme of work with clear 

learning objectives which provide a secure basis for progression.  The co-ordinator 
has devised a well-structured system for assessing and monitoring pupil progress in 
science, linked to the medium-term learning objectives, which is about to be put into 
practice.  The programme of work meets the requirements of the National Curriculum.  
Teaching has improved considerably since the last inspection, although the need to 
achieve consistent emphasis on developing scientific enquiry skills throughout the 
school remains a priority for attention. 

 

ART AND DESIGN 
 
101 In art and design, standards at the end of Key Stage 2 are above the national 

expectation, and pupils at all levels of attainment make generally good and often very 
good progress during their time in the school. The high standards, apparent at the time 
of the last inspection have been maintained. The programme of work meets fully the 
requirements of the National Curriculum. Good provision is made for all pupils, including 
those with special educational needs and those for whom English is an additional 
language.  They make good progress in relation to their prior attainment. All pupils, 
irrespective of race, gender or background, have full access to all aspects of the subject. 
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102 Particularly good standards are achieved in work based on the ideas and creations of 

famous artists. This was apparent, for example, when pupils in Year 3 produced some 
very good quality work after studying one of the creations of David Hockney. The pupils 
showed very good skills in building up their compositions in the same way as the artist. 

 
103 The teaching provides a good range of experiences, with opportunities for pupils to use 

a rich variety of materials to produce work in two and three dimensions. Good attention 
is given to developing drawing skills, and pupils throughout the school produce drawings 
of a high standard, usually from direct observation and sometimes from memory.  

 
104 The development of pupils' skills in painting is given high priority throughout the school.  

For example, in Year 4, mono-chrome painting, using cool or warm colours in Year 4 are 
of a good standard. By the end of the key stage, pupils work confidently and produce 
work of a high standard. They use paint very effectively, using thin and thick brushes. 
Many of the paintings of flowers, on display in Year 6, indicate a good sense of colour 
and composition. Good use is made of different materials. For example, Year 6 pupils 
used coloured card and a variety of waste materials very effectively to make some highly 
attractive three-dimensional creations.  

 
105 The quality of teaching in art and design is good and often very good, particularly in Year 

3 and Year 6. Work is planned very effectively to provide an appropriate challenge to 
pupils at all levels of ability. Pupils respond positively to challenging work. They work 
productively, without fuss and take pride in their achievements. Teachers show very 
good knowledge and understanding. They are enthusiastic and enjoy the subject. This 
inspires the pupils who demonstrate a similar level of enthusiasm in art and design work. 
The care taken by teachers to offer a rich range of experiences and provide a good 
selection of materials is fully repaid in the quality of work produced by the pupils. Class 
management is consistently good. This helps to create a purposeful approach. Pupils 
are very well behaved, show very good attitudes towards the subject, and work 
effectively as individuals, in pairs or small groups.  

  
106 The expertise and enthusiasm of the co-ordinator for art is an important factor in the high 

standards achieved by pupils. The subject is very well co-ordinated, and teachers are 
guided by a clear policy statement and scheme of work. 

 

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 

 
107 In design and technology, due to the timing of the inspection and the school's 

timetabling arrangements, it was not possible to see sufficient lessons to make a full 
evaluation. Examination of work produced previously by the pupils and scrutiny of 
planning for the academic year indicates that the programme of work in design and 
technology meets National Curriculum requirements.  Standards are consistent with 
the national expectations and broadly in line with those achieved at the time of the last 
inspection. 

 

GEOGRAPHY 

 
108 Due to the timetabling arrangements it was only possible to see a limited number of 

lessons during the inspection week.  Evidence from these lessons and scrutiny of the 
pupils’ work, both in books and on display around the school, shows that standards 
are in line with those expected nationally and similar to standards apparent at the time 
of the last inspection.  The pupils, including those with special educational needs, 
make good progress in relation to their prior attainment.   
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109 Through their field trips and visits, most pupils develop sound geography study skills 

and are able to communicate their findings using increasingly appropriate vocabulary.  
By the age of 11, the pupils demonstrate a good level of knowledge of places in the 
local area, further afield and abroad.  They are able to use and understand aerial 
photographs and maps of different scales to study these areas.  They develop a wide-
ranging knowledge of the physical and human characteristics of their own local area 
and can name and locate local landmarks and features. They express sound opinions 
about environmental issues such as litter and pollution.  They know about places 
further afield such as Derbyshire and Southport, and know about some of the 
characteristics that make these places different from their own locality.  Through their 
study of Kenya, they are extending their knowledge of countries and continents 
beyond the British Isles.  Through their visits to areas outside school, the pupils 
develop good fieldwork skills.  During their visit to Colomendy, for example, the pupils 
showed that they had a good understanding of how to chart the depth of a river and 
represent this in accurate diagram form.  Pupils in Year 6 are able to discuss key 
transport and communication links such as motorways and railways and the factors 
that affected the growth and decline of Liverpool as a port.  

110 Teaching is of good and often very good quality.  Teachers’ planning includes clear 
learning objectives and builds well on previous learning.  The teachers have good 
levels of subject knowledge and communicate enthusiasm about the subject to their 
pupils.  Some of the tasks fire pupils’ imaginations and ensure high levels of 
concentration on their work.  This was apparent, for example, in Year 6 when pupils 
were told they had been appointed as information officers for Liverpool and had to 
design a leaflet to attract visitors to the city.  This exercise gave them very good 
opportunities to use information and communication technology in a purposeful way to 
communicate what they had learned during their tour of the city.  In most lessons, 
discussion and questioning is generally used skilfully to ensure that pupils of all 
abilities take part fully in lessons and feel confident in voicing opinions.  The positive 
attitudes held by the pupils contribute greatly to the good progress they make in 
geography.  This is the result of imaginative teaching and good class management, 
which also promotes very good behaviour. 

111 The subject is securely underpinned by a clear and comprehensive scheme of work.  
This sets out what the pupils will learn in each year group, and the work is supported 
by well chosen field trips and visits.  Although the scheme identifies clear learning 
objectives, the subject does not yet have a system for monitoring the progress of 
pupils against these objectives so that an accurate picture can be formed of how they 
are doing. The subject meets fully the requirements of the National Curriculum. 

 

HISTORY 

 
112 Standards are in line with those expected nationally and similar to standards at the 

time of the last inspection.  Pupils at all levels of ability make good progress in relation 
to their prior attainment.  The school is making good progress in implementing the new 
curriculum for the subject. 



Monksdown  Junior School  - 37 - October  2000 

 
113 The younger pupils have a good grasp of how their own lives are different from those 

of people living in the past.  A visit to Croxteth Hall, by pupils in Year 3, was very 
successful in enabling the pupils to develop a good understanding of what life was like 
for both masters and servants in a large Victorian household.  In Year 4, the pupils 
show a good knowledge about the Tudor period.  They can identify and describe some 
of the main characters and events of the period and develop sound research skills.  
This was apparent, for example, when they worked successfully to find out all they 
could about Henry VIII, in order to compile a character map.  Some of the more able 
pupils can grasp the difference between fact and opinion, have a basic understanding 
of chronology, and how to relate past people and events to time-lines.  In Year 5, the 
pupils are able to explore reasons for people in the past acting as they did, for 
example, when they considered the reasons why young children were sent out to work 
in poor Victorian families.  In Year 6, the pupils have a very good grasp of the 
difference between fact and opinion and use this knowledge very successfully in their 
studies of various sources of evidence about the Ancient Greek civilisation.   

 
114 The teaching is very good in most lessons and is never less than satisfactory.  Most of 

the teachers use imaginative and stimulating teaching methods that inspire and 
fascinate the pupils.  A role play session, when the teacher interviewed pupils for a 
servant’s job in Croxteth Hall, was extremely successful in enabling the pupils to 
identify with the feelings of people in the past.  The teachers throughout the school 
have a good level of subject knowledge and this is reflected in the confidence and 
accuracy they display when teaching history.   Lesson planning places appropriate 
emphasis on relevant study skills, and contains appropriate levels of challenge for 
pupils of all abilities.  The lessons are very well managed and feature high quality 
questioning which stimulates thinking and promotes good levels of understanding. 

 
115 Excellent use is made of external resources to support the subject.  Visits to places 

such as Croxteth Hall and Styal Mill help to support and enrich the pupils’ learning.  
The visit of an archaeologist from Liverpool University, enabled the pupils in Year 6 to 
handle artefacts from the Ancient Greek civilisation and use these as sources of 
historical information.  This made a significant contribution to the pupils’ grasp of the 
subject and promoted a reverent respect for the age of the artefacts.   

 
116 The subject is supported by a new scheme of work, based on the national scheme.  

This provides clear learning objectives to ensure that there are opportunities for the 
pupils to make structured progress throughout the key stage. However, the system for 
monitoring and assessing the progress of pupils against these learning objectives is 
not yet fully effective. Very good use is made of information and communication 
technology to support the development of research skills and enhance the 
presentation of work.  The subject meets fully the requirements of the National 
Curriculum. 

 

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY 

 
117 The school has made significant strides forward since the last inspection when 

standards in the subject were judged to be well below the national expectation. In 
communicating and handling information, standards now meet national expectations.  
However, there is still much to be achieved, particularly in the aspects of the work 
concerned with controlling and monitoring events where standards remain below those 
expected for the pupils’ age.  The newly established computer suite together with 
much improved standards in teaching have been significant factors contributing to the 
improvement in the pupils’ levels of attainment. 
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118 In each year group, those at all levels of ability make generally good progress in 

communicating and handling information. The youngest pupils know how to open their 
own files, save and retrieve work and use their growing skills to generate, amend and 
record their work on individual disks. The improved levels of teaching expertise, 
results in well planned and organised lessons, and good quality adult interaction from 
teachers and classroom assistants enhances the pupils’ progress. Their technical 
expertise and confidence supports the good pace of the pupils’ learning. The pupils 
are also given a measure of independence to discuss and explore with each other how 
to remedy problems. An example was seen in a Year 4 lesson, when pupils engaged 
in a task to design and annotate a poster to advertise lunch-time activities. Part of the 
activity involved blocking shapes with colour, and it took a little trial and error time 
before some pupils realised that unless they closed fully their shapes, the colour would 
spill out. 

 
119 The older pupils know how to add to, amend and interrogate information that has been 

stored. For example, the Year 5 pupils used these skills effectively to check records of 
servants’ duties in Victorian times at Croxteth Hall. They were able to re-order their 
lists to produce a chronological account of the daily tasks using cut and past 
techniques to add illustrations before saving their work on individual disks. 

 
120 The planning of work now builds securely on pupils’ achievements. Lesson objectives 

are shared with the pupils and evaluated at the end of each lesson. Pupils are set 
imaginative and challenging work. This results in pupils enjoying their tasks, working 
productively and making good progress. The Year 6 pupils have e-mail addresses and 
they know how to access the Internet. They recognise the need to frame questions 
accurately and demonstrate increasing confidence in interpreting and using 
information. These pupils have benefited from the high quality teaching they receive. 
They know how to change the size of text and illustrations, and are able to add text in 
a variety of ways, refining the layouts in ways which show an awareness of audience. 

 
121 The subject makes an important contribution to the pupils’ personal development and 

also to their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development through the vast range of 
opportunities now open to them. The new co-ordinator has established a sound base 
for its further development and is aware of the importance of building upon what has 
already been achieved. This includes the development of the controlling and 
measuring, and the modelling aspects. Apart from these areas, the school programme 
meets the requirements of the National Curriculum. 

 
122 Since the last inspection, the school has improved its assessment procedures for the 

subject so that planning is better informed. This has led to better learning and higher 
achievement. The subject is now linked appropriately to other subjects and makes an 
important contribution to them. For example, in Year 5, the pupils were able to log on 
to the Mersey Grid site to gather additional information on Victorian life at Croxteth 
Hall in Liverpool as part of their history studies. 

 
123 The teaching in this subject provides the pupils with well judged learning challenges 

which gives them many opportunities to experience success. This is apparent in all 
classes where the diverse learning needs of the pupils is often helped by the 
organisation of paired work and by the effective support available form the teachers 
and classroom assistants. 
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MUSIC 
 
124 Throughout the school reach the standards expected for their age. Most pupils, 

including those with special educational needs, make good progress during their time 
in school.   

 
125 Pupils in Year 3, listen well to excerpts from the “Carnival of Animals”, by Saint Saens 

and effectively perform their own compositions on a range of percussion and keyboard 
instruments.  As they progress, pupils are able to follow a graphic score and 
demonstrate a good range of relevant technical vocabulary. Good piano and vocal 
accompaniment by the teacher contributes greatly to confident and enthusiastic 
singing by the pupils of a variety of songs from their own and other cultures. Hymn 
practices are used effectively to improve breathing and voice control and the pupils 
are able to sustain a melody line in two part singing. Action songs, such as ‘Break 
Out’, are used effectively to encourage good rhythmic clapping. Five higher attaining 
pupils, who receive special woodwind tuition make particularly good progress. 

 
126 The quality of teaching is good. The one specialist musician on the staff is supported 

by a visiting instrumentalist.  They have secure knowledge and expertise in teaching 
music and provide good guidance and support for other teachers.  Lessons are well 
planned and have clear learning objectives. The good range of strategies used make 
a significant contribution to the pace of lessons and help to sustain the pupils’ interest. 
For example, a Year 4 class who had listened to the “Sugar Plum Fairy”, by 
Tchaikovsky also looked at Van Gogh’s picture, “Starry Night”, to understand that 
music, like pictures, can describe moods and images. The pupils’ work and 
composition are assessed effectively as the lesson proceeds.   

 
127 Good use of quality resources and instruments supports effectively the pupils’ 

learning. High expectations of the pupils contributes significantly to their progress. The 
pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is addressed effectively.  For 
example, pupils demonstrate a sense of awe when they listen to good quality music 
such as “Carnival of the Animals”. Extra-curricular music makes an important 
contribution to their social development as pupils of different age, ability and gender 
work effectively together in preparation for the school production of “Annie”. 

 
128 The pupils are eager to learn and enjoy music lessons. Good warm up activities, 

together with voice and breathing exercises, help to create a positive attitude at the 
beginning of lessons. They sustain concentration and have a good sense of 
performance when playing instruments. All pupils are valued for their contribution and 
the work is well matched to the pupil’s individual needs. The pupils contribute 
effectively as a class, in small groups and individually. At all levels, relationships are 
mature and productive and the pupils handle the expensive instruments and resources 
they use with care. 

 
129 Music is well managed and co-ordinated and lessons are based appropriately on the 

National Curriculum programmes of study. Information and communication technology 
skills are effectively developed through the Mersey Grid music linked scheme.  

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 
130 The good standards evident at the time of the last inspection have been maintained 

and remain above those expected nationally.  The great majority of the pupils 
including those with special educational needs, make good progress during their time 
in the school. 
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131 In all lessons, the pupils respond enthusiastically to the good quality of the teaching. In 

dance, the pupils make progress in controlling their bodily movements, devising and 
performing routines of increasing complexity. The teaching supports effectively their 
learning through well judged evaluative comments which demonstrate secure subject 
knowledge and expertise. The pupils also have frequent opportunities to reflect and 
offer views on their own and others’ dance routines and this leads to improved 
performance. For example, in a Year 3 lesson, pertinent evaluative comments from 
both the teacher and some of the pupils, led to improved performance, during the 
lesson, in performing a dance sequence based on ‘Sleeping Beauty’. By the end of the 
lesson, the pupils were able to interpret the music imaginatively making interesting use 
of dramatic gesture using their faces and fingers to good effect. 

 
132 Good teaching of swimming skills and techniques supports the pupils’ learning and 

helps them to make good progress. For example, in a Year 4 class, the pupils 
responded keenly to instructions, and many were able to use recognised arm and leg 
movements in both the breast stroke and front crawl. The pupils were confident and 
safe in the water and knew how to control their breathing correctly. By the time they 
leave the school the pupils can swim at least 25 metres unaided. Many make further 
progress and gain a variety of certificates in reaching more demanding targets set by 
the school. 

 
133 In gymnastics, the pupils respond well to lively teaching which motivates and 

challenges them appropriately. For example, in a Year 5 lesson, good teaching of 
jumping and landing techniques, underpinned by supportive evaluations, enabled the 
pupils to make increasing progress in their learning. By the end of the lesson, there 
were able to combine effectively well controlled sequences on the floor. They 
incorporated skills acquired previously including using variations in levels and direction 
and holding balance positions on different parts of their body. They incorporated their 
newly gained jumping and landing skills to produce good quality well controlled 
rhythmic movement sequences. 

 
134 Teachers are confident in physical education and plan well organised and managed 

lessons which give appropriate attention to the pupils’ health and safety. The teaching 
sets high expectations and provides the pupils with realistic challenges. 

 
135 The subject is well co-ordinated and includes games, athletic activities and 

adventurous and outdoor activities at other times in the year. In meeting fully the 
requirements of the National Curriculum, the subject makes an important contribution 
to the pupils’ personal, social and health education and also to the spiritual, moral, 
social and cultural dimensions of their learning. This occurs not just in lesson but also 
during visits out of school, including inter-school sporting events and during 
demanding residential visits; all of which give the curriculum depth and relevance. 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 
136 Pupils throughout the school achieve the standards expected for their age. At age 11, 

the pupils achieve standards which are in line with the expectations of the Liverpool 
Agreed Syllabus. Most, including those with special educational needs, make good 
progress during their time in school. Since the last inspection, the school has extended 
successfully the range and quality of artefacts to use as a resource in teaching about 
world faiths.  
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137 Younger pupils have a good knowledge of a number of stories from the Bible. For 

example, they demonstrated a clear understanding of the temptation of Jesus in the 
wilderness, and could relate the challenge of temptation to their own lives. Pupils in 
Year 4 have a good appreciation of the biblical teaching on baptism and its associated 
symbolism.  Pupils in Year 5 have a detailed knowledge of Abraham’s sacrifice of 
Isaac and have a good understanding of the meaning of trust and its application to 
their own lives. Assemblies support lessons, and help pupils to place the events they 
have studied in their biblical context. By the time the pupils reach Year 6, they are 
familiar with Christian festivals and have a growing understanding and knowledge of 
the range of world faiths including Judaism, Islam, Buddhism and Sikhism. Work is 
well presented in notebooks with good examples of extended writing on such topics 
as, “Mary Jones and Her Bible”. 

 
138 In most lessons teaching is good. Lessons are well planned and managed with clear 

learning objectives based on the agreed syllabus. Teachers have a secure knowledge 
of the subject and how pupils learn. The best teaching includes effective questioning 
which probes pupils’ thinking and allows them time to express their own views and 
feelings. The pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is an integral part 
of the planning of the subject. For example, in a Year 3 lesson, good questioning by 
the teacher enabled the pupils to relate the story of the temptation of Jesus in the 
wilderness to the inner conflict between right and wrong. The pupils were encouraged 
to express thoughts and to demonstrate their moral understanding. In a Year 5 lesson, 
a clear presentation of the story of the sacrifice of Isaac and effective questioning by 
the teacher, enabled the pupils to sequence the events in the correct order. They were 
helped to understand issues of moral conflict. Lessons in religious education make an 
important contribution to the development of literacy skills and in a lesson on 
temptation the teacher introduced the poem, “Chocolate Cake” by Michael Rosen, to 
good effect. Stimulating wall displays and lists of key words also contribute to the 
pupils’ literacy skills. Good quality resources, artefacts and worksheets support 
effectively the pupils’ learning. The pupils’ work is assessed effectively as lessons 
proceed and this makes an important contribution to the pupils' own learning and self-
knowledge. 

 
139 The enthusiasm and sincerity of the teachers encourages the pupils to form positive 

attitudes to religious education. Well-planned group activities enable the pupils to 
collaborate effectively and they show respect for others’ views and opinions. All the 
pupils are valued for their contributions and work is well matched to the pupils’ 
individual needs. The pupils work well as a class, in small groups and individually. 
Pupil to teacher relationships are secure and productive. The subject is well led and 
managed by the co-ordinator. The range of resources is good and readily accessible 
to staff and pupils.  

 


