
                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Author review 
 

Name: Winfred Shirly  

Hughes CBE 

D.O.B: 16th July 1927 

Job: Author 

Winfred Shirly Hughes is a well known 

authour and ilustrator who recently 

passed away aged 94.  

She as born in West Kirby, Wirral.  

Shirley is remembered for writing over 

50 books, which have sold over 11.5 

million copies including this issues 

reccommended read, Dogger and the 

popular series, Alfie. She began her 

career by illustrating books by other 

authors before writing her first book, 

‘Lucy and Tom’s Day.  

In 2003, The Walker Art Gallery hosted 

an exhibition of her work! 

Shirley Huges, will be sadly missed but 

her memory will live on in everyone 

who enjoys her books. She is definalty 

an author to look out for.  

  

 
 

                 
 

 
 
 

Welcome 

Welcome to another edition of Reading News. Since our last edition, we have celebrated World Book 

Day 2022, had an exciting book night, drank hot chocolate in the library and sadly lost an amazing 

author, Shirley Hughes, author of Dogger. We hope you enjoy our latest edition and remember to let us 

know any exciting reading events you take part in (in or out of school).                

Year 4 Reading team.  

 
New Book Release Alert 

 

 

 

 

Release Date:  

5th May 2022 

Plane crashes, robberies 

and fires we’re not what 

Stanley was expecting on a 

day out at the seaside with 

his nan and the other 

residents of her care 

home! Nan doesn’t know 

about his superpowers, so 

Super Stan can’t step in to 

help as it would blow his 

cover. Luckily, though, 

another mysterious 

superhero seems to be on 

hand, saving the day. But 

who could it possibly be? 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid 

evening 

Year 4 were treated to a book 

event night after school this 

half term. The children enjoyed 

drinks and treats watching 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid before 

completing activities based on 

the book, including making 

their own flip books.  

The night was a big hit and the 

children are very excited for 

their next one. 

 

 

Recommended Read.  

This issue’s recommended read is  

Dogger, by Shirly Hughes. This lovely  

story is about a little boy who loses his 

favourite toy (based on Shirley’s own 

son) and the heartache this causes. 

Will he find his toy? Read to find out!! 

Year 1 Bookworms Club.  

Year One have been very lucky this term and 

have taken part in Mrs Cullen’s Bookworm’s club. 

The children spend Thursday after school 

drinking hot chocolate and reading their favourite 

books in the school library. They also go on Bug 

Club. This has been a big hit (especially the hot 

chocolate!) 



 

World Book Day 
On 3rd March 2022, we celebrated World  

Book Day to promote reading for pleasure.  

Across the school, children wore their pyjamas, 

slippers and dressing gowns (the comfiest school day 

ever!) to take part in a variety of activities based 

around a book.  

Nursery went on a Bear hunt and explored some of 

the settings including mud and fake snow.  

R1 found out where the wild things are, R2 learned 

why Alien’s love underpants and R3 enjoyed looking 

for the Gruffalo and the Big bad Mouse! 

In Year 1, the children were introduced to Roald 

Dahl’s the Twits. The children planned and made 

some trick drinks using their measuring skills and 

offered them to unsuspecting teachers (including Mrs 

Price!) In Year 2, an Evil Pea caused havoc but luckily 

the children solved the clues and freed Supertato 

from the freezer to save the day! Year 3 enjoyed 

making invisible ink and exploring Diagon Alley. They 

also learnt how to play Hedwig’s song from Harry 

Potter. 4.1 enjoyed about the world when reading 

the Boy who Biked the World, 4.2 learnt how to spot 

a Witch and even drew a few based-on Roald Dahl’s 

The itches and 4.3 enjoyed exploring Diagon Alley 

and making potions based on Harry Potter. Year 5 

read the Magic Faraway Tree and created adverts for 

their favourite book. Finally, Year 6 enjoyed learning 

about Phillipe Petite, who walked between the two 

towers of the World Trade Centre in 1974. Fun was 

had by all!  
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Reading Challenge Task 

This term we challenge you to read in the most 

unusual place you can find ( in the shower, playing 

football, in the bin) and send us a photo of your 

new reading spot. Search unusual reading places 

for some inspiration.  

Each person who participates will receive 3 team 

points!  

 

We would love to have as many pupils as possible 

take part. Simply upload your photograph onto our 

school Twitter page @MonksdownSchool  

@MonksdownReads  using the hashtag  

#welovetoread 

 

 

On World Book Day, teacher’s decorated their 

doors based on books. Class 4.1 made their door’s 

theme based on the book “the boy who biked the 

world”, class 4.2 turned their door into the Witches 

forest, 1.3, Year 3, 4.3 and 5.2 based their door 

decorations on the magical wonderland of Harry 

Potter, Year 2 decorated their door about the 

mighty hero “Super Potato” who’s had to defeat 

the evilest peas of all. Children walked around the 

school and tried to guess the book the door was 

based on. It was lots of fun! Every door was 

fantastic, Well done! 

 


