Readlnq — Major Four Paws

BLJ the time theLj were ambllng home from school, there were “M'Lss'mg” pos’[ers
everywhere - on trees, fences and even in shop windows. Identical ]currlj black
faces stared back at them with pale green eyes from every angle.

“Major Fourpaws,” \scoﬁed Riley, “What «a da]”[ name!”

“Poor old Mr Nash,” said Carla, ignoring her friend, “he must be beside
hi.msel]c with worry. That mogqy was his best friend a]”[er Mrs Nash ... well, you
know.” She didn’t like to think about it. It was hard enough watching her

devastated n.ei.ghbour stagger up to the cemeterlj every dalj.

A bit o]C a loose cannon, Ri.l.elj had many ]°'Lne cLu.al'Lt'Les but 'Lcla'mg his moment
wasn't one o]° them. He suddenle grabbed Carla’s tle-s’[ring Eag and swung it

around his head with a mischievous gl’mt in his eye.

“Give il back, Rllelj,,, begged Carla. “I need to get my PE. kit washed for

tomorrow.”



“Come and qet it, then,” he taunted and swirled it even faster. So much so,
that the cord broke and Carla’s baq sailed over the fence boarding up a

piece o]° wasteland where an old house had been earmarked for demolition.
“Oh, well done!” snarled Carla.

“Don’t worry, Il qe’[ it,” laughed Rll.elj. Desplte Carla’s protests that he
wasn’'t allowed and it could be danqerous, he started climbing the wooden
slats and heaved hlmsel]c over. “Actualllj, [ could use some hep here,” he
added a]”[er a moment or two.

Trljlng to ignore her naqgging conscience, not to mention the accusing stares
of Major Fourpaws, Carla™bit the bullet and scaled the fence, nimbly dropplnq
down "the other side. Before her stretched a dense, green tanqle o]° nettles,
buddleia and brambles, compeling for fertlle ground amidst the crumbling

bricks and concrete. A rustllnq nearbld betratjed R'Llelj’s presence.

“It must be here somewhere - [ didn’t swing it that hard,” said R'Llel.j,
soundlng Sllqhtllj resentful that his little joke had gone so spectacularllj

WFOI’lq.

“Shhh!” hissed Cala. “Did you hear that? It’s coming from over here.”




“What, is your bag calling to ljou?” mocked R[[EI:J, crashlng
through the undergrowth a[owards her, nonetheless. Carla
out her finger to Rer lips and turned her head, trying to
o'mpo'mt the direction from which the sound was cominag,
oe]’ore push'mg aside some more follage to reveal an ol?l

brick-red pipe.

“Phone! Torch,” said Carla, hold'mg out her hand. Riley
Passed her his mobile and knelt down beside her. Reﬂected

in the light, two famil'tar pale green eyes stared out at

them p'Lt'L ul.l.lj from about a meter along the pipe.

“Helj, it’s all rlght little one,” cooed Carla. “We’ll soon have
you out ?if ’E}here. R'Lletj, qo and get your dad - he’ll know
0.

what to
“But he’ll kill me for coming in here,” he pro’[ested.
“I think both he and Mr Nash will consider this to be more

lmportant, don’t leU.?”




Reading Questions

Vocabulart:l:

. ... That mogqy was his best frlend ... What is a mogqy?

sentenceJDLt o]° loose cannon ... What does this mean in this
3. n old house had bee ,Jnarlaed What does the word
carmarked mean in this sentence:




Retrieval:
L. Name two places on which “M'Lss'mg” posters had been placed.

a. b.

5. After she had climbed over the fence, how could Carla tell where Rl'.elj was?

6. How was Carla able to see inside the pipe?

Inference:

1. Rllelj had many fine qualltles but plcklng his moment wasn’t one o]" them ... This means:




8. Look at the paraqraph beglrm'mq 77“9[/19 to ignore ... What do you think buddleia

could be? Circle one.

a tljpe o]° plant fenclng a breed of cat old rope

9. Look at the paragraph beglnn'm 7_r£/[ng lo ignore ... How is Carla feel'mq at this

polnt? Use evidence from the text 1o sapport your answer.




Summarise:

|0. Here are some summaries OL different paragraflhs. Number them from |
in t

to 4 to show the order in whic thelj appear in the text.

[ ] Riley swings Carla’s bag around his head.

[ ] Carla demands Riley’s phone.

| Riley climbs over the fence.

[ ] Carla and Riley are walking home from school.



