
Year 5 Learning Letter – Spring Term 2 

Well done to all the children for their hard 

work in the first half term. We are excited to 

tell you all about our learning this half term. 

Hopefully we will all return to school shortly. 

 

Could you all encourage children to read and 

complete homework. We will have a lot of 

catching up to do when you all return. 

 

Year 5 Team 

Important information  
PE – Hopefully, our PE this term will continue to be 

swimming on Friday afternoons. This will affect 

home time for 5.1, who will finish at 3pm every 

Friday. 5.2 will finish at 2:45pm as normal. If 

government guidance prevents us from going 

swimming, children will be learning and developing 

their hockey skills every Friday. We will let you 

know any developments as soon as we know. 

 
Reading books – New books will be given out on a 

Monday to be returned on Friday. Books will go into 

‘quarantine’ for 72 hours over the weekend.  English 

 
Children will: read and analyse text; practise 

writing skills; learn about the features of a 

biography; plan and write a biography. 

 

The aim of this unit is for children to plan and 

write a biography about the author of ‘The 

Darkest Dark’ who was an astronaut. 

Maths 
This half term, children will be focusing on: 

 

Fractions 

 Equivalent fractions 

 Improper fractions and mixed numbers 

 Comparing and ordering fractions 

 Adding fractions 

 Subtracting fractions 

 Multiplying fractions 

 Finding fractions of amounts 

 

Multiplication and Division 

 Recap of multiplying and dividing 2,3 and 4 

digit numbers by 1 digit and 2 digits 

 Practising times tables up to 12 x 12 

 

We will be using 

the story ‘The 

Darkest Dark’ by 

Chris Hadfield to 

develop writing 

skills this term. 
 



 

Wider Curriculum in Year 5 
History – Children will learn about early Islamic civilisation in 

Baghdad. We will study the ‘Islamic Golden Age’ around the year AD900 

and compare it with the ‘Dark Ages’ happening in Europe at the same 

time. 

Computing - Children will learn what stop motion animation is, 

create a model clay character, use a story board to plan an 

animation, then create their own animation.  

RE - Children will study what it means to be a Muslim in Britain 

today. They will gain a deeper understanding of Islam by learning 

about the Five Pillars of Islam, the Qur’an and worship in a Mosque.  

PSHE – Children will learn how to stay healthy by exploring the 

effect of different factors: smoking, drinking alcohol, exercise and 

different foods. 

Science & DT 

Forces – Effects on Movement 

We will learn: 

 to explain how objects fall towards the Earth because of gravity 

 to identify how air resistance, water resistance and friction 

effect movement 

 to recognise and understand how mechanisms such as levers, 

pulleys and gears allow a smaller force to have a greater effect 

 to explore, design and make a mechanism using gears, cams, 

levers and pulleys 



HOMEWORK GRID 
Here are some activities that you should complete over this half term. The most important work is the essential 

work in the left hand column of the table. 

Essential work 
Read for 20 

minutes each day 
or night at home 

Design and make your own 
boat. Can you make it float 

in water? 

Research the health 
benefits of exercise. Create 
a poster to present your 

findings. 

Design and make a 
clay/plasticine character. 
Can you create a stop 
motion animation of it 
walking towards you by 

taking lots of pictures of it 
after it has been slightly 

moved? 

Essential work 
Practise your times 

tables  
Why not use TT 

Rockstars? 

How many different 
examples of fractions can 
you find in one day? Tell 

us all about them. 

Create a warm up game 
that we could use in one 

of our PE lessons. 

 
Write a review of one of 
your favourite books. 

Include a blurb, 
recommendation, favourite 

part/character etc. 
 
 

Essential work 
Practise your 

spellings. They are 
given on Mondays 
and tested on 

Fridays.  

 
Create an A to Z for a 
topic of your choice. 

Create a game on Scratch 
(this is a free app and it 
has its own website). Follow 
YouTube tutorials to help 

you. 

With an adult, write a 
Tweet to school to show 

your learning. Remember to 
add @monksdownschool to 

your tweet and any 
relevant hashtags. 

 


